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1 TixorTur E 11. 


Acardg to the 8 e 1 the 


4 .- NEE Law, P which the Apoſtle 


„ T ' before ſpeaks, is to be conſidered 
p 1 Was a Preſcription of Duty, or as 
E .- a Covenant baving a penal Sanc- 


; tion annexed. As ſuch, it is not 
mad: for the righteous Man. For him who is 


| made righteous by the Obedience of CurisT, 


and 1s imprincipled with Holineſs, and allo 
taught by divine Grace to live ſoberly, and 
1 8 righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent Pars ſuch _ 
a Perſon is not under the Law, as a Cove- 
nant, but he is under it as a Preſcription of 


Duty, being not without Law to Gad; but under 
the Law to Chriſt: according to the ghrious 69 


peel of the bleſſed God. In xd Text tn... 
are to be obſerved. 5 


B ö I. Gon 5 


The Ghry of the Goſpel, eee 


"oh Gop is bleſſed. 
II. The Goſpel is His. 
- II. It! 1s a glorious. 78 


5 Goo l 18 bleſſed. OS eg | 
I. He is bleſſed in himſelf. ch is Ms. | 
tially and infinitely happy. His Happineſs 
cannot be increaſed by the Obedience and 
Praiſes of his Creates nor can it be dimi- 
niſhed by their Diſobedience. Eternal, inva- 


1 riable, and immenſe Delię ght, the {ſupreme 


tions, which it is impoſſible 


8 Being hath in his ee 2 Perfec- 
ſhould ever vary, 


increaſe, or decline in Glory, He is Gop 
OO All-jufficient. The ſame from Everlaſting to Ever- 
= lofting, without Variableneſs and Shadow of Turn- 5 
ing. None can profit him, nor can any un 85 
=. him in his eflential Glory. 


2. Gop is the Fountain of Bleſſedneſs 1 


1 Angels and Saints. The Felicity of an intelli- 
gent Creature conſiſts in the Knowledge and 


Adoration of the Perfections of Gov, in the 


_ Enjoyment of a Senſe of his Favour, and in 


Aa Conformity to his holy Will. The Angels 
owe their invariable H appineſs unto the ſove- 


reign and free Favour of Gon towards them; 
which reſolved upon their eternal Fruition of 
himſelf: in Conſequence of which gracious 
Decree, they are rendred impeccable and im- 


mutably happy for evermore. And the Saints 
are recovered from Ruin, and advanced to a 
„ 


Tue Gbey of the Goſpel, confidered, 3 
State of inconceivable Bleſſedneſs in his im- 
mediate Preſence, as the pure Effect of his 


| fovereign Kindneſs, Grace and N io 


them. He ſet them apart for himſelf; there- 
fore, 
fectly know him, humbly adore him; be 
| like him, and enjoy a raviſhing Senſe of his 
| Favour unto Eternity. In his Preſence is Ful- 
neſs of Foy, and at bis right Hand are N 5 
for euer more. 95 


II. The Goſpel i Bikers at's 105 
man Contrivance, but of divine Original. 
Which might be evinced by many Conſide- 5 


3 rations. 1 ſhall mention two only. „ 
1. The Goſpel is a ar. It is the : 


I mien of Godin a Myſtery *. A great Myf- | 
; And there are Riches of Glory in that 


. Mey! 4. Now no Man can invent a pro- 


1 per Myſtery. That is above the Capacity 
not onde of Men, but of Angels alſo. It is 


FT impoſſible that any created Mind ſhould coin 
a Myſtery. Abſurdities may be invented; 


but Myſteries cannot, by any created Being Is 


_ whatſoever. Finite Intelligence may diſco 

ver that there are ſome myſterious Truths, 
- which reſpect the Nature of G op ; but ſuch _ 
as reſult from his Will, are abſolutely wt © 

diſcoverable by the Light of Nature. And 


| all evangelical Truths are of that Kind. For 
. . B 2 7 1 | the 


e or l. . 0 1 1 Tim, iii. 16. 
1 Coloſſ. 1. 26. Gr 


they ſhall be for ever with him. Per- 


mot enire 


44. The Ghry of the Goſpel, ü 
the Goſpel i is a Syſtem of Truths which Eye 

hath not of nor Ear heard, and why ch have 
into the Heart of Man *. Hence it 

is evident, that the Goſpel is from Heaven, 
and not of Men. It could never have been 
known without ſupernatural Revelation. 
2. No natural Man in the World approves 


1 of the Goſpel. For the natural Man receiveth 
not the Things of the Spirit of God, they are Fool- 


iſbneſs to him, neither can he know them, becauſe 


Ci the are ſpiritually diſcerned. 


The Prophets and Apoſtles derer were 
not the Inventors of the evangelical Scheme. 
It 1 is moſt unreaſonable to imagine, that Men 


iin their Wits, would unite in a Deſign to 
frame and propagate aSet of Doctrines, which 


they knew would be diſpleaſing to the whole 


World; and thereby expoſe themſelves to | 


Ridicule, Contempt, and the Hatred of all 


3 Claſſes of Perſons, Rulers and Subjects, hig 
and low, rich and poor, learned and un- 
learned. The Deiſts are very Fools, if they 


| really think, that the Goſpel is the Invention 


of thoſe who publiſhed it to Mankind. For 
they will never be able to advance any Thing, 
which may in the leaſt degree render it 
5 probable, that the Publiſhers of the Goſpel 


agreed in palming a Forgery upon Men. 


If any Number of Perſons were to conſpire 
in framing a Set of Doctrines, doubtleſs they 
= would be ſuch as * tought might meet 


* with 
| 1 a 1 8 9. 1 


The Glory of the Goſpel, confidered.—=5 
with Approbation in thoſe to whom th 


intended to publiſh them, and not ſuch as 
they knew would be diſtaſteful to Men uni- 


verſally. Now, as the Prophets and A- _ 


poſtles were ſure that the Doctrines, which 


| they were determined to publiſh, would not 
pleaſe, but irritate; would not ingratiate 


them into Favour, but draw upon them the 
keen Reſentment of the Generality of thoſe 


| — whom they recommended thoſe Doctrines; 5 


it is Madneſs to conceit, that they were tbe 
Framers of them. This Conſideration with 


the former ſufficiently evince, that the Gl-- 


peel is of Gop, and not of human Invention. 
Being of Gop, it moſt: en” demands our 


E reverential * 


III. Ari is glorious, 1 hens but little 1 its 


1 Olory. Something of it will moſt clearly | 
| appear by a juſt Definition of it. Adi 
think it may be. defined thus: The Goſpel is 1 


the Revelation of a gracious, holy, righteous, ef= 
=_ and wie Proviſion of Salvabion, made by . 


God for ſome of the human Race. Becauſe it is 


the Revelation of a Proviſion of Salvation, it 
is called the Goſpel of our Salvation. That there 


is a Deſign in Gop to pardon Sin, and ſave 


Sinners, cannot be known but by the Goſ- 


11 Nothing i in Nature nor in Providence 


can furniſh guilty Men, with a Ground of 
Hope of being pardoned and ſaved. Super- 
natural Revelation only can ſupply us with a 
5 Foundation 


. — leut, 
Foundation of Hope, as we are Creatures 
guilty, ſinful, miſerable and helpleſs. | 
a. It is agraciousProvifion which Gop has 

| made for the Salvation of Sinners. Salva- 

tion is wholly of Grace. By which is meant 
not the Benevolence and Goodneſs of Goo 


2s Creator, who is govd to all, and his tender 
N lercies are over all his Works. Salvation ſprings 
not from thence. Abſolutely free and ſove- 


reign Favour is intended by Grace, from 


which the Salvation of Sinners takes its Riſe, 


By Grace are ye ſaved. Not * Works, uf any 

| Man ſpould boaſt u. 

No Sub of Salvation: will have! it to ſay, 
that it was fit Gov ſhould pardon and — 5 
him, becauſe of good Diſpoſitions in him, 


and obediential Acts performed by him. 
Election to Salvation was of the free Favour 
of Gop. Even ſo then, at this preſent Time 


alſo there is a Remnant, according to the Election : 


Grace. — And if it be by Grace, then it i no 
more of Works, otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace. 


But if it be of Works, then it is no more Grace; 


otherwiſe Work is no more Work, Grace and : 


Works are Oppoſites in the Buſineſs of Sal 
vation. They cannot be blended together as 


con- Cauſes thereof. Nor is it partly of Grace x 


and partly of Works. It is of Grace, unto 
the utter Excluſion of Works, as a Cauſe 
| thereof, that none may have Ground for 
- x. The Choice of Men unto Salva- 
Ys NOSE tion 
* Epheſ. f. 8, 9. 5 Rom. xi. 6,7 7. 
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tion muſt be an Act of 
any Motive in them; becauſe Faith and all 
its Fruits, in, them are the Effects of that 
Choice. For they were choſen to Salvation, 
through Sanftification of the Spirit, and the Be 
lief of the Truth*. Gop choſe them that they ;. 
_ might be boly +, and not becauſe he foreſaw , 
they ſo would be. Holineſs therefore, being 
the Fruit of Election, it could not be a Rea- 
| fon or Motive with Good to form ſuch a 
{ Decree in Favour of its Objects. But it muſt 
be an Act of mere Good-will and undeſerved 
Goodneſs towards them. Again, Remiſſion 
of Sin is of pure Grace. There is a meri- 
torious Cauſe of Pardon, vis. the Blood of 
CuRisT. But the Cauſe of that Cauſe is the 
rich Grace of Gop, and therefore, divine 
Grace is the Origin from which the Pardon 
of Sin ſprings. A meritorious Cauſe in an- 
other, detracts not in the leaſt from the 
_ Glory of the Grace of Gop, as the Cauſe of 
what is merited, by reaſon, that meritorious 
| Cauſes cauſed by his Grace. In whom e 
| have Redemption, through his Blood, even the 
 Feargiveneſs of Sins, according to the Riches of his 
S Grace}. The Grace of the Father, and the 
| Merit of Cukisr's Blood, both have Place 
in our Remiſſion; and are perfectly con- 
ſiſtent. The Merit of the Blood of CuRIST 
FO is founded } in the Grace of the Father towards 
- himſelf, 8 


The Gly of the Goſpel, confulered. 


. 4 Theſ 1 1 ng 5 Ephel. i 1. 
4 Ephel. i. 7. 


pure Favour, 4 


. 


/ 


8 The Glry f the Goſpel, enfurel 
himſelf, as Man; and towards us, for whom 
it was ſhed; and therefore; the Father's Grace 
is the Origin from which our Pardon ſprings, 

though it was properly merited by his Blood. 


I muſt fay, that I am aſhamed to find any 3 


think, that Grace in Gop, and proper Me- 
rit in Car1sT, are inconſiſtent ; and there- 


fore, take the Liberty to deny the Merit "17 


dear Redeemer. I cannot refrain from ſaying, 7 


that ſuch are very unſkilful in divine Things, 


at leaſt in this Inſtance. . Beſides, the Juſti- 
fication of our Perſons is of the Grace of 


_ _ Gov. Infinite Love and immenſe Wiſdom 


provided the infinitely valuable Righteouſneſs 1 
of CuRISr for us, whereby we are conſtituted 
4 righteous: - Being juſti ified by bis Grace. It is 
of God that we are in CHRIST, as a Head, | 


by reaſon whereof his C Obedience to the Law 


becomes ours of Right, and fo it is a Gift by 

Grace unto us. Conſequently, our Juſtifica- 
tion through the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST 1 is 

5 wholly of divine Grace. 
Farther, Gop in infinite See 


vided for our Regeneration and diebe. 


We are ſaved and called with a holy Calling, not 
according to our Works ; but according to his cwn 
Purpoſe and Grace, which was given us in Chriſt, 
before the World began. *. It 1s of his abundant 
Mercy that he begets us again to à lively ly Hope r. 
Having /oved us with an everlaſting Live, the mee. 
fore, wrt Loving. e be draws us F, Our 
1 1 Vivifi- 

„2 Tim. i I © + 1 Pet. i. 3. t Jer. xxxi. 3. 


due Obey of the Goſpel, confidered. 9 
Vivification when dead in Treſpaſſes and din 
the mere Effect of his rich Mercy and great Love*, 

He doth not operate upon us to make us holy - 


and meet to be Partakers 4 the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light, becauſe of a Pliableneſs in 


our Wills to concur with him in his Opera- 


tions: For, our carnal Mind is Enmity againſt 
God, it is not rh to his Law, neither indeed can 
be r. Wherefore, it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth; but of God, that Neu. 


8 eib Mercy . I add, our Preſervation and ſafe Go 


1 Conduct through this imperfect and militant 


State, is wholly owing to the Grace of Gp. 1 


As he begins the good Work in our Souls, 


be maintains and carries it on in us, Other. „ 


wiſe we could not poſſibly perſevere in Holi? 


neſs. Such is the Power of Sin in our Hearts, 


| which luſts againſt, and oppoſes the ſpiritual 
| Part. And ſuch, are the Craft, Fury and 


| Violence of Satan our unwearied Emmy, © | 
| alſo ſuch are the Oppoſitions we meet with 
in our chriſtian Courſe from the World. It 


1 by divine Power the Saints are . through 
| Faith unto Salvation. 


Once more: Future Blefledneſs 1s the Pr 8 


| : a of infinite Love and Grace. —_ 
| Kingdom of eternal Glory is the Gift of God's 


good Pleaſure F. It bears the Denomination | 


of Grace, becauſe it is the Effect thereof. 
na ou to the End, for the Grace kat ſhall le 
1 


brou Sl ; 


* Epheſ. i . 4 5. 5 Rom: Vini. . 
1 Rom. ix. 16. 8 Luke xii. 32. 


10 TheGliryof the Goſpel, confidered. © 
: F unto you at the Revelation of Jeſus Clrif *. 
A Title to Heaven through the Righteouſneſs 


of CEST is of ſovereign Grace, a Meetneſs 
for it is the Effect of divine Grace, and our 
Preſervation unto that bliſsful State, muſt 
be attributed wholly to the Grace of Gop. 
s calls us unto his eternal Glory, in the Cha- 


racter of the GOD or ALL Gracefh, 


and in that Character, he conducts us to it, 
and puts us into the actual Poſſeſſion of it. 
Eternal Life i is a eee Gift to all 12 00 ; 


enjoy it. 15 


= Holineſs 5 Gap 1 Fake forth nas be 5 


in all the Parts of our Salvation. 


(1) In our Pardon. Divine Mercy i is ma- 
1 Bl in the Remiſſion of Sin. But if Gop's 
5 Diſpleaſure againſt our Sins 1s not diſcovered, 
inorder to our Impunity, Pardon cannot be an 
Act of Holineſs, Divine Purity, in relation to 
moral Evil, is only ſeen in Reſentment and 
. Indignation againſt it, not in the Act itſelf 
"of remitting it to the Tranſgreſſor. Where 
fore, it became him, for whom are all Tings, 
and by whom are all Things, in bringing many 
Sons to Glory, io make the Captain. of their Sal- 
vation perfect through Sufferings f. If Gop had 
; pardoned guilty Men, withoilt diſcovering 20 
his Diſpleaſure in this Way againſt their 


85 Crimes, it Would have been at the — 


i Pet. i. 1 * + pet. he, © 
1 k l. 10 „ ST on 


We Glory of the Goſpel, confidered. 11 
of the Glory of his Holineſs. For, to par- 
don of abſolute Mercy, is not an Act of Ho- 
lmeſs. But to remit Sin, on the Foundation 
of a Diſcovery of proper Reſentment againſt 
it, is both an Act of Mercy and Holineſs. 
(2) In the Conſtitution of our Perſons, 
1 Goy of his infinite Mercy hath 

provided for us a Righteouſneſs, which is com- 

menſurate to the Law. CHRIST was made 


under the Law on our Account, and per- 


fectly obeyed it in all its Precepts. And of . 
the N Father, we are in Chriſt Jeſus, in 
| Conſequence of which, he is of God made 
| Righteouſneſs to us R. And therefore, it 2 
agreeable to divine Purity and Holineſs . 


| accept of and juſtify us. But the Act of 


Juſtification, without a Righteouſneſs an- 


{werable to the Requirements of the Law, 


3 would not have been an Act of Holineſs; on 


| the contrary, it would have been an unholy 


Act, and inconſiſtent with the infinite en To 
of Gon. 5 


4 (3) The Holineſs af Gabi 18 manifeſted i in z 
3 our Regeneration and Sanctification. Our 
new Creation is an eminent Diſplay of divine 


Purity. We are the Workmanſhip of Cad: © 


| created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works rf. 'The 
Communication of Holineſs to an unholy 


Creature, is an Act of Holineſs. And there- 
fore, Gop in making us holy, diſplays his 
own | Holineſs, And as he doth this in order N 
ey IR © 1 to 
8 'x Cor. :. 30. 4 Ephel. It, 10. | 


12 TheGliryof theGofpiul,confilered.” 
to our future Enjoyment of Himſelf, it is a 
full Evidence, that Holineſs is neceſſarily pre- 


requiſite to future Happineſs: That Oe EY 


Holineſs, no Man ſpall jee the Lords. 
(4) Gop manifeſts his Holineſs in our 


Spe: Preſervation to the . heavenly State. As the 


Creation of a Principle of Holineſs in us 
was a holy Act, ſo all divine Influences upon 
us to maintain, and increaſe the Vigour nn 
that Principle, are Acts of Holineſs. Spiri- 
tual Supplies of Grace, to uphold and con- 


firm our Souls in the Practice of our Duty 


in this militant State, are Effects of — 
Grace, and alſo glorious Diſplays of the pu- 
rity and Holineſs of the Gov of all Grace. 

Who will not fail of giving us more Grace, 


until we arrive to Glory. He u give Grace, : 
— Glory, and no u gend Thing 0 0. he id g 


e r. 8 
( ) Gop will eternally WY 115 Holi- 
| ws in our Glorification. Divine Purity 3 
ſhines forth in the gracious Decree, concern= 
ing our final and complete Happineſs. * 


in that Decree, Gop determined to make us 


L _ meet for the Enjoyment of himſelf, by the 
ſanctifying Influences of his Spirit. And 


* Happineſs hereafter will very much con- 


fiſt in the Perfection of our Holineſs. Gop 
choſe us, that we might be /o holy before him- 
of in "Love d as to be without Blame + Þ 1 that 1s, 
PL, 91 —— all 

* Heb. . N pfal. 8 . 15 
e on” „ 


The Glry of the Goji confde ed. i 
all Cauſe of Cenſure, and that for ever. 
Now, divine Holineſs is gloriouſly diſplayed 


in making unholy Creatures perfectly holy, 
and immutably ſo. As the Impeccability of 


a Creature is the Effect of ſovereign Good- 
neſs; ſo it is an eminent Diſplay of the 1  -- 


finite Purity of Goo. 
5 It is a righteous Proviſion of Salvation. 
| T 15 Juſtice of Gop 1 18 ron 1 gloriouſſy 
manifeſted. IE 5 
(..) Sin is Sed. Ges” is infinitely 


merciful to our Perſons. He ſpares us; but 


not our Sins. Sin he reſolved not to ſpare; | 


but to take full Vengeance on it. With this 


Z View he decreed, that CHRIST ſhould bear 


our Guilt, and ſuffer the Penalty it deme- 


rited. Unto which the bleſſed Ixsus readily 
- and fully conſented. And on that Founda- 


1 tion, the Father laid on CHRIST, or made to 


meet in him, the Iniquibies of us all *, He made | 
Him to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin T. And | 


3 r bore our Sins, in bis own Body, on the 


Mie f. Jur Offences bein g imputed to him, 


a ee was made a Curſe d. And the | 


Father awaked the Sword of Juſtice againſt | 


him, and ſheathed it in his Bowels. Thus L 


the Father ſpared him not, but delivered him 


up for us all, though he was. his own Son, his | 
1 ” begotten Son lt; J and Was infinitely beloved 3 | 


1 1 Pet. iii. 24. § Gal. iii. 13. 
Bom in. 3 -- . 
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The Ghry 40 the Goſpel, confitered. 
2 bins Vet he would not deal tenderly 
with him, nor abate any thing of that Pe- 


nalty, which the Maſs of Guilt that was 
charged on him did demerit. Thus the 


Soul 0 of Chrift was made an Offering fer Sin *. 


Oh what an amazing Diſplay of divine Juſ- 

tice is in this Tranſa&tion! Greater Love to 

our Perſons is not diſcovered, than Ven- 
= againſt our Sins. The infinite Dig- 


nity of Ca1sT's Perſon, put an infinite Va- 


lue upon what he ſuffered ; but the immenſe _ 

Greatneſs of his Perſon dd not caule the 

Father to make any Abatement of that pu- 
niſhment, which Juſtice directed to the In- 
5 fuckin of, for the Sins which he bor. 
2) The Law is magnified. CurisT, who. TE 
; 7 Gop and Man united, became ſubject to 


He was made under the Law, and punc- 8 


5 1 obeyed all the Precepts of it. He like- 
wiſe ſuffered its Curſe+. An infinite Ho- „ 
nour was done to the legal Conſtitution, by 
the Obedience and Sufferings of the great 

8 Redeemer. And becauſe thereof, the Father 
is well pleaſed. The Lord is well pleaſed for bis 

Righteouſneſs Sake, he will magnify the Law, 
and make it honourable * . This Proviſion for 
the Honour of the WRT is an eminent Branch 
of the Glory of the Goſpel. The evangelical 
Conſtitution, far exceeds in Glory the legal; 
5 but it is a Scheme calculated to render that 


Conſtitution 


5 Ifai, Wk 200 f Gal. iii. 13. 
1 Ifai..xlii. 21. „„ 


We Gbiry of the Goſpel, confidered. 1 5 
| Conſtitution far more glorious, than it could 
have been without it. The Obedience and 
5 Sufferings of the Son of Goo, are an infi- 
nite Exaltation of the Glory of the divine 
_— . 
"IF The Juſtice of Gov is weren 8 
Y ciſed, and all its Demands are fully anſwered. 
Divine Juſtice righteouſly acted its Part, in 
requiring perfect Obedience of the Sinners 
| Surety, and Yremendoufly in the Infliction of 
Puniſhment upon him, in order to our 
Pardon, Juſtification," and eternal Salvation. 3 
| GoD ſet forth his Son to be a Prepitiation through 
| Faith in his Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs for | 
| the Remiſſim of Sins that are paſt, through the 
| Forbearance of God. To declare, at this Time 
| bis Righteouſneſs : that he might be juſt, and the 
| Tuſlifier of him which e eee, M. 
| gorous Juſtice and boundleſs Grace meet N 
this adorable Contrivance. Our Pardon is 
an Act of Righteouſneſs, as well as an Ace 
of Mercy. Our Juſtification is an Act Ex 
| Juſtice, as well as an Act of Grace, through - 
| the Obedience and Sacrifice of CHRIST. 1 
4. That Proviſion which Gop > hath made : 
Z for our Salvation, is effectual. 255 
(. i) The Pardon of Sin is certain and ſure. 
| Cunrsr by his Sufferings and Death obtained. 
| eternal Redemption. The Benefit itſelf he ob- 
tained, whatever is intended by it, or included 
in it. Not an Offer, ora Propoſe thereof. 
"III F or, 
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For, obtaining an Offer of a Benefit, or a 


Propoſal of Terms, on which a Benefit may 


be enjoyed, is not obtaining the Thing it- 


ſelf. This is fo evident, that it is needleſs 
to attempt its Proof. Now Redemption, 
hs which CHuR1sT obtained, is the Remiſſion of 
Sin. In whom we have Redemption through bis 
Blood, even the Forgiveneſs. of Sins x. If it is 
not granted, that Redemption is the For- 
giveneſs of Sins, I will never contend with 
any about its Extent, whether it reſpects all, 
or ſome Men only. For it is not a Matter 8 
of ſuch Moment, as may juſtly require De- 
bate, if that is denied. It is of triffing Con- 
ſideration, whether it is limited, or of uni- 
verſal Extent, if it includes not the Pardon 
of Sin, Clear, indeed, it is, that if Redemp- | 
tion does include the Pardon of Sin, it can- 
not be of univerſal Extent, becauſe Men uni- 
verſally are not pardoned, but ſome only. 


Thoſe, therefore, who are of Opinion, that 


8 18 unlimited, are obliged to den 
that the Pardon of Sin, or a Right to ĩmpu- 
nity, was obtained by the Death of CHñRIS T. 
An Offer of Pardon, or a Propoſal of For- 
5 giveneſs, on certain Terms, was obtained by 
Wo Sufferings of CHRIST ; but Pardon itſelt 
they think was not. A Right to Impunity 
they will not allow. to be the proper Effect 
of CnRisr's Death. Wheroby: they over- 
om the Doctrine of his! amade, and 


conle- 
* Epheſ. '] 7 | 


m. of the Goſpel, amfulered. 7 


conſequentially reflect on the Juſtice of Gon. 


For they ſuppoſe that Gop put his Son to 


Death for the Crimes of Delinquents, and yet 
inflicts thePuniſhment of eternal Death upon 


ſach for 'whoſe Offences CnrisT ſuffered d 


Death as a Penalty, becauſe they do not per- 
form Conditions on which an Offer of Par- 

don was made to them. It will, I think, be 

: wy difficult to reconcile this with divine 

| Juſtice, Can it conſiſt with Juſtice to put 

an innocent Perſon to Death, as the Subſti- 


| tute of an Offender, and put him to Death 


| alfo for that Crime, or thoſe Crimes on Ac- 


| count whereof his Subſtitute ſuffered Death ?—@ 1 
| Can Juſtice direct to puniſh one who is in- 


nocent, in the Room and: Stead of a guilty 


| Perſon, and to inflit Puniſhment on him 


| likewiſe for the ſame Crimes? If it cannot, 


God, who is infinitely juſt, will not inſſic 
| proper, everlaſting Puniſhment on any of 


| thoſe upon whoſe Account and in whoſe 
_ Stead he moſt dreadfully puniſhed his own 
Son, that they might eſcape with Impunity. 


The Doctrine of the limited Extent of Re- 5 


demption is now become very diſpleaſing to 


many Profeſſors, and therefore it is to be i 
| feared that ſome who believe it, are ſhy of & | 
letting it be known that they do believe it, 


| leſt they ſhould give Umbrage to ſome Per- ö 


ſons who cannot bear with an explicit Men- + | 


tion of it, nor with ſuch a Way of ſtating. 
the momentous Doctrine of Atonement, as 


D neceſſarily 9 


18 Phe Glory f the Goſpel, conſidered. 
neceſſarily ſuppoſes it. Hence too many ſu- 
perficial Diſcourſes are delivered on that im 
portant Subject; though we are told that 
 CuxisT, in ſuffering, was the Subſtitute of 
Sinners, and that he ſuffered Puniſhment for 


wm Walks Crimes, it cannot be collected from 


what the Preacher ſaith, whether he believes, 
or docs not believe, that proper and full Sa- 
tisfaction was made for Sin by-CuRIsT's 
Death. Why is ſuch Caution uſed on this 
1 weightyPoint? Ifear it is becauſe the Preacher 
is unwilling to offend ſuch who eſpouſe the | 
Opinion of the unlimited Extent of CurisT's 
Death, or univerſal Redemption, which can- 


not poſſibly be that Redemption whereof the 


. Goſpel is a Diſcovery: For that Redemption is 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins. As therefore the Sins 
of fome Men are not forgiven; Men univer- 

ſally are not the Subjects of that Redemption 
which the Goſpel reveals. Why are we not 
plainly told, that Cur1srT really pur away Sin = 
bythe Sacrifice of himſelf? That he finiſhed Tranſ- 
_ greſſun and made an end of Sin; as to its Guilt, 
by being cut off, but not for bimfelf'; that he 
made Heconciliation for Iniquity; that GoD is 
pPadciſiad terards us for all that we have done ; 
and that when. we- were: Enemies, ue were: re- 
 conciled to God by the Death of his Son; that we 
are juſliſied by 1 Blood of Chriſt, and \ſhall be 
bee from Wraththrough bim; that he redeemed 
us from the Curſe of: the La, being made a Curſe 
E ke 15; want: the. * cur" Peace w 
LIST! : __ 


* 2. »*W* —— 
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upon him, and iy his Stripes doe are healed; that 
Peace nas made for us by the Blood of bis Croſs + 


And why are we not plainly told that theſe: 


ſtrong Expreſſions, concerning the Effects 


of the Death of CurisT, cannot i int• 
an Offer of Pardon, or a Propoſal of Terms 
of Peace and Reconciliation, between Gop. 
and our Souls? If the Preacher really be- 
lieves that Jesvs CHRISc¹ made proper and 
full Atonement for Sin, by his Sufferings 
and Death, let him tell us ſo, and that there- 
fore a Right to Impunity is a certain Effect 
thereof, and wholly ariſes therefrom, and is 
not ſuſpended on Conditions to be performed 
by us. This Doctrine formerly was cordi- - 
ally embraced, and zealouſly contended for, 
| by reformed Divines, but alas! a very m. 
0 ow mens hath taken. Fade amongtt 5 
-v(e) Effectual Provifion: 18 ns for the 
Juſtification of Sinners before Gop. For in 
the Loxp we have Righteouſneſs. CurisT | 
is of Gop made unto us Righteouſneſs, as a 
Benefit diſtinct from Sanctification. And 
therefore, Righteouſneſs is not included n 
Sanctification, nor is Sanctification included 
in Kighteouſneſs. If Righteouſneſs was in- 
cluded in Sanctification, CHRIST in being 
made Righteouſneſs to us, he would be made 
Sanctification to us therein; and if Sanctifi- 
cation was included in Righteouſnels, in be- 
ing made Righteouſneſs to us, he would be 


2 3 made 
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made Sancti fication to us therein. In that 


 . Cafe, Righteouſneſs and Sanctification would 
not be diſtinct Ber 


ſame; which it is evident they are not, be- 


_ cauſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of them as diſtin& 
Beenefits. Hence alſo it is clear, that whatever 
zs included in Righteouſneſs is no Part of our 
___  SanCtification; and that whatever is included 
in our Sanctification is no Part of our Righ- 
teouſneſs; conſequently our Faith, Repen- 
| tance, and Obedience, enter not into our 
Righteouſneſs, whichCurisT is of Gop made 
uunto us. Our internal and external Holi- 
* neſs taken together, are not that Righteoul- 
neſs. Nothing whereof we are the Subjects, 
nor any Thing which we perform, can be 
that Righteouſneſs, or included in it. Our 
gracious Diſpoſitions and holy Actions can- . 
not be that Righteouſneſs, if it is a Benefit 
diſtinët from Sanctification. The Righte- 
dulineſs of Cux Ist is imputed to us in order 
to —— 
to us from him in order to our Sanctification. 
So that CuRISTH is made Sanctification to us 
by a Communication of Grace from him; 
burt he is made Righteouſneſs by the Impu- 
tation of his Righteouſneſs to our Perſons, 
wo is the LoxD our Righteouſneſs. And 
ads our Sanctification is not included in, nor 


Grace 1s conveyed 


any Part of that Righteouſneſs which Cur1sT 
3s made of Gop unto us, he is made Righ- 
On 0 TOP ͤ 16n7 0-365 = BORINNONS + 


2 pony Right 


e Clay of the Goſpel, confilored. 21 
teouſneſs to us in order to our Juſtification, | 


and not in order to our Sanctification. 
No let us conſider whether this Proviſion © 
| of theObedience or 
in order to our Juſtification; is effebtual or 
not. I cannot but apprehend, that it is ef- 
5 fectual for the Reaſons following. 


Righteoufneſs of Cuxisr, 


[IJ] CurisT's Righteouſneſs is abſolutely 5 


5 perfect. He was as holy in his Nature, and 
as unblemiſhed in his Conduct, as the Law 
required he ſhould be, under which he —_ 
made u on our Account. He was boly, harm. 


 wundefiled. AI Lamb without Blemiſh, 


2 without Spur. He did no Sin, nor was Guile 
found in bis Mouth. Will not a Righteouſneſs, KB 
which in all Reſpects is commenſurate to tage 
Law in its Requirements, be ęffectual of it. 
ſelf unto the uſtification of thoſe Perſons ; 
for whom it was wrought out, and uno 
whom it is imputed for that End? A com- 
O_—_ needs not any Thing to 


added to it, or connected with it, to an- 5 


per the important Purpoſe of Juſtification. : 
Let us, therefore, never think of joining out 
imperfect Righteouſneſs, with the perfect 
KReighteouſneſs of CHRIST, in the Buſmels of 
— our Juſtification before Gop. Nor imagine 
that our imperfect Obedience will be avail | 
' able to the Acceptation of our Perſons with 
| Gov, becauſe of, or through the perfect 
Obedience of Cugisr. For, the Perfection | 
of his Obedience adds nothing to the Wark Cn 


22 The Glory of the Goſpel, conſidered. 
and Value of ours. Its Nature is not changed 
by the Obedience of CRIS T. And thẽere- 
fore, if Gop can juſtify us, on the Founda- 

tion of our own; Obedience, conſiſtent with 

his Truth, Holineſs and Juſtice; CRRI Ss 
Obedience to the Law for us was not neceſ- 5 
5 ſary to our Juſtification 1 in his Sight, 
vid 2] The Duration of CRIST's Righteouſ- 7 
8 nei, is an Evidence of its Sufficiency and 
Efficacy unto our invariable and endleſs Jul 
tification. That which depends upon, and 
is in Virtue of à never- ceaſing Cauſe, will 

for ever continue. The Righteouſneſs f 


7 Cuxlsr, on which our Juſtification depends, 


and in Virtue whereof it is, will never alter 


| or: ceaſe. And therefore, our Juſtification 
| muſt be invariable and endleſs. For an Ef- 
; fect cannot be variable and uncertain, as to the 


Continuance of its Exiſtence, which ſprings 
from an invariable and perpetual Cauſe. Such 
is the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. It is ever- 

laſling, can never change, nor poſſibly ceaſe: 
8 Confequentiy are Anden 18 effec- . 

tually. ſecured by it. | 
Iz]. The Value af Canis, 8 Obedience can 1 
never be leſſened. Its Value is infinite, by 


Reaſon of the immenſe Dignity of his Per- 
ſon. Antl if it really is infinitely valuable, 
hecauſe he is Gop and Man united, then 


27 ſurely it muſt be eternally available to our 3 


Juſtification. Can any ſober Man think that 
it became the Wiſdom of-Gop to. provide a 


Ns Rightcou! neſs for us, of inconceivable Worth 
| DR; | and 


med ye the denk — 23 
and Value, in order to our jultifcation be- 
fore him, and yet notwithſtanding that Pro- 


viſion, our Juſtification in his Sight 1 is a Mat- 


ter uncertain arid precarious, or that which 
may be or may not INT Such an Invagina- 


ON tion is abſurd. 


I] Eternal Life 18 throut h 15 Ri hteouſ: ; 
nals of CuRIST as a meritorious Cauſè. ' Grace 
eigne through Righteouſneſs unto eternal Life.” 
The Reign of Death is through Sin, as a 
procuring Cauſe; and the Reign of Grace . 
unto eternal Life is through Righteouſneſs, 
as a procuring Cauſe. | For as the Reign of 


Sin was unto Death, becauſe it properly de- 
merited it; ſo the Reign of Grace through g 
Righteouſneſs 1 is unto eternal Life, becauſe 
that properly merited it. The Apoſtle, =_ 

| greeable to the Scope of his Diſcourſe,” in the 
Place, conſiders Sin as a procuring Cauſe __ 

- Death; and Righteouſneſs as a procuring 
Cauſe of eternal Life. The Reign of Grace 


unto eternal Life cannot be through the Juſ- _ 
tice or Righteouſneſs of the Nature of Goo, 
without the Subſiſtence of a Righteouſneſs 


7 perry deſerving or meritorious of eternal 
| Life. And therefore, I cannot but conceive 
that we are to underſtand by Righteouſneſs 


the Obedience of Cuklsr, as that through 
which Grace reigns, unto eternal Life. If any 

| ſhould ſay, that the Term Merit is not extant 
in Scripture, I would anſwer, as Pareus does. 

Although the V ord Merit; is never extant, becauſe 

| AUR ES 170 neither | 


24 The Gloryof the Gaßßel, conflderid.- 
neither the Hebrews: nor the! Greeks, bave any 
which properly amſivers to the Term Merit 7: 
the Word flipinomotos, Acquiſition, comes up to 

lle Senſe of Merit; | and:the Word ae t, to 
acquire, 40bych the Scripture frequently uſes about 
the Work of Salvation xn That which renders 
the Obedience of Cage meritorious; is the 
- Subfiſtence of his human Nature in his di- 
vine Perſon. For, as Wiſſius ſays; Whereas this 
is not the Obedience of a niere Man, but of Chrift 
God: Man, an infinite! Perſon, itſelf alſo is of in- 
— _— Dignity on Worthz. conſequently, bath a juſt 
Proportion unto the. greateſi Glory; anſwverable is 
5 it, and ſo tbere is Merit in it, which they call-Me< 
mit of Cundignity, ſuch: can agree unto no mere 

Creature ñ; which is, a farther Evidence 

that this Proviſion for our Juſtification is ef- 
fectual. A Righteouſneſs, which is propor- 

tionate unto the greateſt Glory, will doubt- 
leſcs be for ever ONE to our wr rpm : 
5 with Go + X-of _ 


. © Licet th Vocabtium Meriti e eber; quia 5 
nee Hebræi nec Græci ullum habent, quod Merito pro- 
priè reſpondeat tamen ad Senſum Meriti accedit Vox 

Heroes, Acquiſitio, & Verbum ee, acquirere. 

Quidus de Liberationis Opere N utitur Scripturay EE 

nin Nom. Cap. V. p. 345, = 

I lmo quum Obedientia hæc non meri Hoininls: ſit, 5 

ſed Chriſti OcarJporou, | Perſonæ infinitæ, ipſa quoque 5 

' infinite Dignitatis eſt, conſequenter juſtam Proportionem 
habet ad maximam Gloriam illi reſpondentem, atque 

hactenus eſt Meritum, quod vocant de condigno, quale in 


nullam meram Creaturam cadic, een Feed. Lib. II. 155 
5 N III. Sect. XXXIII. 8 


We Glayof thiGoſpe), \confilered.” 25. 
3. Effectual Proviſion ' is made for our 
Sanctification. Grace was given us in Chriſt 
before the World began in order to our holy 
Vocation. It was the eternal Purpoſe of 
GS oy to call us with a Holy Calling. Either he 
is able to make us holy, or he is not able. 
If he 18 not able, then he purpoſed to do 
what he could not effect. To ſuppoſe which, 
is an Impeachment of his Wiſdom. The Pur- 
| Poſes of a wiſe Agent exceed not his Capacity. 
And can any Man perſuade himſelf to think 
that the Deſigns of Gop, who is infinitely. 


_ deſigned it. To imagine which necellarily 
ſuppoſes that he is mutable. Hence it is 
clear, that Gop never intended to regenerate, 
convert, and ſanctify thoſe: who are not re- 
generated, converted, and ſanctified. On 
this important Point we too often hear very 
| ſuperficial Diſcourſes: from ſuch, who, if 
they believe the Efficacy of divine Grace in 
its Operations on the Souls of Men, are not; 
| free it ſhould be known that they do believe 
| it. For it cannot be inferred from what 
they ſay, that Gop creates, infuſes, or im- 
ßpallants a Principle of Holineſs in Men, with 
out which no Man whatever can become holy. 
Operations and Influences on the carnal 
Mind, which is Enmity again/t God, will never 
cauſe it to love him, nor bring it into S2. 
Ts es +1 aol 


| wiſe, are above his Power? If Gop is able to = 
make us holy, and in Fact he does not, then 
he muſt have changed his Purpoſe if he once 
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ho to the Law. The Grace of God effects 
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not- this in the Regenerate, how ſhould it 


therefore. effect this in thoſe who are not re- 


generated ? I will not fay that Sanctification 


ls precarious, a Thing which may be or may 
not be; but that it is impoſſible unleſs a holy 
Principle is created or mfuſed into the Heart. 
No Operations, no Influences will ever make 
us holy, without the Communication of a 
Principle of Holineſs. No Excitations, no 
Ilmpulſes, no Aids will ever cauſe the He, 
which ſerves the Law of Sin, to ſerve the Law 


of Gad. A Diſpoſition in us to ſerve the Law 


0 habitual Holineſs, and ſerving of the Law 

is practical Holineſs. The e is pro- 

5 duced 1 in us by the Power and Grace of Gov, 2 

in an mftantaneous Manner, without the 
Concurrence of our Will or Oppoſition in it 

Ic̃)hereunto. Divine Grace lt eden us unto 

the latter, upon the Production of the former. 

And therefore, Gop works in us not only to vill, 

bu alſoto db, of bis good Pleaſure. Conſequently 

be fails not of ellecling that in us which he 

15 E purpoſes to effect. 


e Perſeverance of * 1 18 . | 


ts. keck provided for. They hall be holden 
up, for God is able to make them fland. They 
are in the Hands of CurisT, who is able ta 
keep them from falling. He is the Fountain of 
their ſpiritual Life; and therefore it cannot 


become extinct. Becauſe he lives, they ſhall 


- . a oh: Their Life 18 fad to be hid with 5 


. 
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Cbriſ in God ; which denotes both its Secrecy 

and Security. His Grace is ſigsriemt for them, 

and he will not fall to fi them in all 
their Exigences. He declares, that it is his 

' Father's Will, that of all which he hath given 

| him, be ſhould loſe nothing. And he certainly 


will execute the Father's Will in this Matter, 
ft all the Power and Grace which he hath 


are ſufficient to carry it into Execution. Let 
us heedfully attend to what he faith in rela- 


| . tion to this Thing. And he ſpeaks thus: 


Sheep hear my Voice, and ] know them; and they 
follow me: I give to them eternal Life, and i 
hall never periſh ; neither ſhall any pluck them out 


of my Hand: My Father, which gave them me, is 


greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of 


myPather's Hand u. Theſe bleſſed Words afford 


ſuch clear, full, and ſtrong Evidence in Fa- 


vour of the Security and Certainty of the find! 
Perſeverance of the Saints, as cannot be ob-  _ 
ſeured by all the Wit and Sophiſtry of thoſe 
who diſbelieve that precious Truth. Limborch 
ſays: The Meaning of the Lord is not, that thoſe 
0% are his Sheep, ee h their own Fault wy : 


nat ceaſe to be his Sheep : Bur that no Man, ſo lng 
as they gre and continue his Sheep, can Pluck them 


cut of ys Hand, and by Force hinder their Satva- - 


8 mn That! iS to 17 0 if thro their re Fault 


1 + Job X. 25 —29. . 5 
* io ecu mens Domini eſt, 3 qui Dries ejus 
: fant, non poſſint propria culpa definere eſte ipſius Oves: 

Sed quod nemo, quamdiu Oves jus ſunt & manent, eas 
dee manu ipſius rapere poſſit, ac falutem per vim impe- 
dite. Theol S-Chritt. Liv. V. Cap. LXAXLY, Sect. : 7 ks 


they 2 


8 Thy of he Goſpel, e 

they do not become Apoſtates, but by care 
= Diligence preſerve themſelves from Apo- 
4 ſtaſy, and perſevere to the End, they ſhall be 
ſafe. * What a wretched Perverſion of the 
ext is this? The Love and Care, the Grace 
and Power of CarisT and of the Father, will 
effectually prevent their Apoſtaſy. They re- 


main not in the Hand of CuRIsxr, becauſe 


3 they continue to believe; but becauſe they re- | 


miäin in his Head, therefore they continue to 


believe, and certainly ſhall be ſaved; not 
periſh, but enjoy eternal Life. b This leads © 


me to obſerve, 


: ) Effetual "Prada is made for. our 
; future Bleſſedneſs. I think it is not neceſſary 


do enlarge on this Particular. For if the 


Truth of the preceding Particulars is eſta- 
blüiſhed, which I hope it is, the Glorification 


— Believers cannot be precarious; that which 


may be or may not be, it is impoſſible that 
any Link, in the golden. Chain of Salvation, 2 


_ thould be broken. _ 55 
. Moreover, whom God lid e W 2 
= alſo called ; and whom he all, them be alſo 
Jui ified ; 8 whom he juſt ified, them be alſo glo- 
rified. Vocation, eee and Glorifi- 


cation, are certain Effects of divine Predeſ- 
_  tination, through the Grace, Blood and I 


_ Righteouſneſs of JESUS Cur1sT. | 3 5 
5 lt is an infinitely wiſe Proviſion hich: . 
| 8 hath made for our Salvation. This in 
: ſome meaſure e from what is already 


fad, 


E ol of the Goſpel, PAY 


"Bid. If it is a Proviſion geacrous, holy, ale. 7 5 
cus and effettual, the higheſt Wiſdom illuſtri- 

_ ouſly ſhings forth therein: And it is a Con. | 
trivance moſt worthy of Gop. But if it is 
not ſuch, there is no Wiſdom in it. If the 
Brace of Gop is not magnified ; if his Holi- | 


| neſs is not diſplayed; if his Juſtice is not 


| exerciſed therein, I am ſure it is no Projec- 


tion of his; and if it is not effectual, it can- 
not have Gop for its Author: Becauſe it 1s 


impoſſible that infinite Wiſdom ſhould form : 
a Scheme which 1 is ineffectual. Finite Wis- 4 
dom may; but infinite Wiſdom cannot. 0 
Soy is glorified in the Plan of our "SE * 
E vation. All the Parts of it ſpring from din 
vine Sovereignty. Grace and Holineſs, Mero 


and ſuſtice, have an equal Share of Glory, and 


5 3 harmonize therein. As rich bound. 
leſs Grace is conſpicuous 1 in that ne, wanch 


We have to Glory by Adoption: So Juſtice 


is manifeſted in that Right which we have to fi 
| eternal Life, through the Righteouſneſs of + 
Cunisr, it being proportionate to the higheſt — 


Felicity we are capable of enjoying. Right 


to Heaven by Adoption does not ſuperſede „ 
nor render unneceſſary, that Right whick 
we have unto it ee the Obedience of e 


Cnkisr. 
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